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TRUSTEES’ MESSAGE

The Timbavati Foundation Environmental School continues

to grow from strength to strength, as we strive to impact the

lives of our local youth.

The task we face is indeed challenging, but we are confident

that we will achieve our goals together with the generous

and vital support of all our donors and Trustees.

The past year has seen some changes in staff but the work

continues uninterrupted. All of us here consider the input into

the youth of our local communities as a calling rather than a

career. When we see the excitement and wonder in the eyes

and expressions of the learners as they join us for their stay,

we realise the importance of our inputs.

As our earth strains under the load of the demands placed

on it by mankind, we at the Environmental School attempt to

assist, by awakening awareness in the future custodians of

our planet. Every donation allows us to spread the message

further.

This past year has seen us able to continue to fund not only

the accommodation and resources of the learners at our

school’s facilities, but also projects at the various local

schools. We have also provided selected students who

attended our school, the opportunity to further their career

opportunities at the SA College for Tourism (SACT).

Bursaries for the Southern African Wildlife College (SAWC)

were also provided for two of our students, as in previous

years.

As we look forward to the continuing partnerships with the

local school communities, we also remember the efforts and

contributions from our sponsors, Trustees and

acquaintances over the past year. We salute and appreciate

you all.

TIMBAVATI FOUNDATION ENVIRONMENTAL SCHOOL

ENVIRONMENTAL SCHOOL REPORT

As we read about the recent exposure to the 

plastic pollution in our oceans, we realise once 

again how precious and fragile our 

environment is. This is why it is so vitally 

important that we educate the future leaders 

of tomorrow on preserving our natural 

heritage.

The Timbavati Foundation provides for a 

platform to reach the youth with messages 

such as this. It is, together with the much-

needed donations from our sponsors, a duty 

that we embrace and endeavour to perform.

Staff of the Timbavati Foundation perform an 

essential service to the local community by 

educating our youth on environmental issues. 

This is why we, as the trustees of this 

foundation, continue to support and 

encourage the staff, to fulfil and advance the 

mission and vision we all hold so dear.

One of our goals for the coming year is to 

provide adequate and safe ablution facilities at 

the schools we partner with. This need was 

highlighted by the tragic and untimely death of 

two very young children, in separate incidents 

involving unsafe toilet facilities. This is indeed 

an expensive project, but we are confident 

that with the financial support of our donors, 

we will achieve our goals. Just one life saved 

is worth all the effort and expense.

Enjoy the journey together with us as we 

make our contribution to the wellness and 

sustainability of our fellow human beings and 

our environment going forward.

THE TRUSTEES

TIMBAVATI FOUNDATION



Environmental Education
36 000 students & educators  assisted.

Environmental School

The Environmental School accommodated 32 

Secondary & 28 Primary schools during the 

year. In total, 752 students were educated and 

enjoyed  2 ½ & 1 ½ days with our educators at 

the school respectively. The students do not 

spend all their time in the classroom however, 

but also partake in outdoor activities such as 

bush walks & volley ball games. 

The school has a netted vegetable garden on 

the facility grounds and the students are taught 

how to plant and care for various vegetables. A 

special treat is a trip to The Timbavati Private 

Nature Reserve  (TPNR) wildlife museum. This 

museum is world class and is kept well stocked 

with wildlife specimens by it’s founder Dr.

Graeme Naylor. A special thank you goes to Dr.

Naylor  & TPNR  for allowing the Environmental 

School students to visit the museum. Dr. Naylor 

also continues to donate wildlife specimens to 

the school and this is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you Dr. Naylor. 

This year the Timbavati Foundation identified a 

need to educate the students on the 

importance of recycling waste. The students 

are taught the three “R”s for waste recycling 

(Recycle, Re-use & Reduce). As a project the 

schools are encouraged to recycle and 

generate extra income for their schools at the 

local recycling Buy Back Centre.

After attending the Environmental 

School programme, the students are 

given projects to complete at their 

schools. The Environmental School 

educators monitor these projects 

and the 2 schools with the best 

projects are identified. These school 

students are given a 3 day trip to The 

Kruger National Park (KNP). 

Schools that are nominated for the 

positions of 3, 4 & 5 are given 1 day 

trips to the KNP. These hard working 

students are treated to a special 

experience of observing the wildlife 

and nature up close. They are taught 

specific skills by the KNP tracker 

educators in conjunction with the 

Environmental School educators.

The Environmental School 

educators visit the principals, 

educators and students at all the 

schools we partner with. This is to 

encourage them to be aware of the 

environmental issues in their 

respective communities. The issues 

of particular importance are 

indiscriminate littering, soil erosion 

due to poor farming methods and 

pollution of the streams.

By educating and awareness of 

environmental issues, the Timbavati 

Foundation impacts the lives of 

thousands of students and their 

families in the Bushbuck Ridge area.

At various times, the Environmental 

School hosts outside organisations & 

groups who assist in educating the 

students on related topics. One such 

organisation is the Endangered 

Wildlife Trust. 

The Endangered Wildlife Trust has 

the important and vital function of 

educating the youth and their families 

about finding strategies to mitigate 

carnivore – human conflicts in local 

communities. To this end a Carnivore 

Conservation Programme (CCP)  

has been developed to specifically 

highlight the plight of the endangered 

wild dogs of Africa and how to co-

exist with them in a community. 

These animals are Africa’s second 

most endangered carnivores and will 

soon become extinct if there is no 

means of preventing their killing.

The Timbavati Foundation therefore 

welcomes the initiative of the 

Endangered Wildlife Trust in 

educating the communities via the 

students, on the dire situation 

prevailing at present.

This year the Environmental School 

has reached out to Tsakani Special 

School for mentally & physically 

challenged students. The school has 

accommodated 12 students so far 

and has assisted, via our dedicated 

educators, in providing a memorable 

experience for them. Special 

activities were arranged for them and 

the staff participated in 

accommodating for their unique and 

specific needs.



Community Upliftment
Access to Water

Boreholes

A critical need for a reliable water supply was 

identified at Khokhovela and Thepanang

Schools. The Timbavati Foundation responded 

to this need by supplying a borehole to 

Thepanang School and replacing the borehole 

pump and electrical components at Khohovela

School.

Water tanks to store the water were also 

supplied . The excitement shown by the 

schools was something to behold. Sometimes 

when water is freely available by just opening a 

tap, we tend to forget how precious it is. 

These donations were greatly appreciated by 

the schools.

A happy customer.
(Principal of Thepanang High School,

Mr. Chiloane)

Water at last!

Job well done!!
(Principal of Khokhovela Primary, Mrs. Khozo

inspects the completed project with environmental 
monitor Bongani)

Rainwater Harvesting 

4 000 students & educators  assisted.

In an effort to capture rainwater that is many 

times wasted by draining away after a storm, 

the Timbavati Foundation decided to assist 

schools with rainwater harvesting systems.

The rainwater harvesting system comprises of 

water tanks and gutter systems. The tanks are 

placed on a concrete base.The water tanks 

supplied are able to capture 5000 litres of water 

each.

The schools identified for these projects this 

year were Mdluli High, Lethipele Secondary, 

Manyangana High and Maphutadishaba High.



Netted Gardens

7 500 students & educators  assisted.

If a school can grow its own vegetables to feed 

its students, it will cut costs needed elsewhere. 

The Timbavati Foundation has been providing 

netted gardens to needy schools for many 

years now. The educators and students 

working these gardens can feed themselves 

during school days.

The schools who received these gardens this 

year were Mdluli High, Masingitana High, 

Lekete Secondary, Dayimani High, 

Manyangana High, Letipele and Mugena High.

K2C Environmental Monitors

1 686 students & educators  assisted.

The Timbavati Foundation partners with the 

Kruger to Canyon (K2C) organisation to reach 

students in their school environments.

The lessons taught to the students consists of 

the ecological pyramid, mammals & reptiles.

From the group of 7 environmental monitors 

made available to us by K2C, we have given 

permanent work to 3 of them at the Foundation.

This is one way that the youth of the region are 

able to find permanent work.

Tools to maintain these gardens are also 

supplied. These tools consist of shovels, 

gardening forks, rakes, hosepipes and 
watering cans.

Proud custodians of their garden
implements donated by The Timbavati Foundation.

Garden tools to maintain school grounds 

were also given to Magwagwaza High, 

Nhlengelo Primary and Maakere
Secondary.

Garden Tools

3 000 students & educators  assisted.

Velucia , one of the environmental monitors(2nd from left) 
with two students and a school educator at a local school.



Bursaries for Ex-Students

14 ex-students assisted.

Catering & Hospitality

Drostdy Hotel

2 students who completed their courses at the 

South African College for Tourisim last year, 

were given the opportunity, due to their 

outstanding results, to further their studies this 

year.

Sebenzile Mkansi & Nomah Mdluli are currently 

working at the Drostdy Hotel doing an 

advanced course in catering and hospitality. 

Well done ladies!!

Every year ex-students who attended the 

Environmental School course are identified 

due to the interest shown in the course. 

These ex-students are sent to the South 

African Wildlife College for evaluation and 

suitability to attend the college.

The Timbavati Foundation usually grants 

bursaries to the 2 best candidates chosen 

for the course. However this year the South 

African Wildlife College was so impressed 

with the candidates, that they decided to 

sponsor a 3rd candidate themselves. The 

fortunate candidate was Constance 

Ndlovu.

South African College for Tourisim(SACT)

7 young ladies were chosen and sent to the 

SACT to study catering & hospitality.

This  is an intensive course and runs for a full 

year. When completed these ladies are eligible 

to apply for work at lodges and hotels, either in 

the hospitality or catering sections.

The ladies, looking so smart in their uniforms 

are: Sharon Mdlovu, Dineo Dibakwane, 

Nathacia Mathebula, Midricia Mzimba, Patricia 

Sibya, Thabiseng Chiloane and Nomhle

Makhubela

South African Wild Life College (SAWC)

The other two fortunate candidates are 

Christinah Makhubele & Ally Mazibuko.

Once the course is completed, these 

candidates will join our other environmental 

monitors in the community, to impart their 

knowledge gained. We look forward to 

welcoming them into the family.

Constance Ndlovu.

Christinah Makhubele & Ally Mazibuko.

Nomah Mdluli.

Sebenzile Mkansi.

From Left to Right: Midricia Mzimba,
Thabiseng Chiloane, Patricia Sibiya,
Dineo Dibakwane, Sharon Mdlovu,

Nathacia Mathebula & Nomhle Makhubela



South African College for Tourisim(SACT)

Tracker Academy

Apart from catering and hospitality, the South 

African College for tourism is also home to the 

Tracker Academy.

Prospective candidates who would like to 

make tracking their chosen career path, are 

interviewed by the Tracking Academy in 

conjunction with the Timbavati Foundation.

The two candidates identified for this course 

this year are Mandla Mathebula & Rhandzani

Mathonsi. At present they are completing their 

practical's at the majestic Londolozi Private 

Game Reserve situated near the western 

border of the Kruger National Park.

This course contributes to a vital need in the 

community where poaching is quite prevalent.

Rhino poaching in particular is a scourge that 

needs to be eradicated. Trained trackers such 

as these two gentlemen will contribute greatly 

in this noble fight.

The Timbavati Foundation is proud to sponsor 

them.

Mandla Mathebula & Rhandzani Mathonsi

“Thanks for giving me the opportunity
to act as an ambassador of The Timbavati 

Foundation.
I appreciate it very much”.

- Mandla Mathebula

Additional Projects

Soccer & Netball 

Sport plays a vital role in both the character 

building & team working development of our 

youth. Indeed it is through sport that so many 

barriers on a social level have been shattered. 

Winning is important but more important is the 

ability to accept defeat graciously. Sport 

teaches humility if done in the right spirit.

We trust that our youth who we sponsor for the 

soccer and netball tournaments will learn 

these valuable lessons in their lives going 

forward.



Young Soccer Player Identified.

Through playing in the sponsored soccer 

tournaments, a young talented player was 

identified and now plays for TS Galaxy based 

in Witbank. This team participates in the upper 

league (NFD) . We congratulate him and wish 

him all the best for his soccer career going 

forward.

“To Timbavati foundation. The 
program that you have embarked 
on in terms of school sports is 
helpful to our learners.  It helps 
identify raw talent. We have one 
boy who played in the tournament 
and is now playing in the upper 
league”.
- Mangena SG Chairperson

Old Age Home.

Old age can bring many challenges. 

Sometimes in the busy schedule of life our 

senior citizens can be overlooked.

However the Timbavati Foundation can truly 

be proud of their environmental school staff. 

They have not forgotten these members of 

society and support them where they can.

The old age home situated in the Arthurseat

community provides the role of giving these 

senior citizens a safe haven. The residents 

make traditional bracelets to supplement their 

upkeep. We are hoping to contribute more to 

these needy citizens in the near future. 

Projects in the pipeline are the erection of a 

netted garden & the sinking of a borehole.

Seun Ndlovu
Aspiring National Soccer Star



Famine Weed 

Famine Weed , (Parthenium Hysterophorus) 

is a rapidly spreading invasive species across 

KwaZula-Natal, Mpumalanga and the North 

West Provinces.

It invades crop and graze lands and thus 

interferes with animal and human health.

The plant produces allelo chemicals which 

inhabit the growth of surrounding plants. It also 

causes human health problems such as 

asthma, bronchitis, dermatitis and hay fever.

This weed can also cause death in cattle and 

buffalo if it makes up to as little as 10%  of their 

diet.

This weed can be successfully managed 

through a combination of control methods 

including biological and chemical control, 

containment strategies and the utilisation of 

competitive plants.

Tshegofatso Mnisi who is a Timbavati 

Foundation facilitator, could very well have 

saved the Limpopo region. This is no 

exaggerated boast. 

Whilst on a regular foot patrol in the Tintswalo

village area, she correctly identified this 

invasive weed. By alerting the Kruger to 

Canyons office (K2C)  without delay, the weed 

was removed by the Working For Water 

teams.

Ms. Marie-Tinka Uys of K2C points out that the 

seeds from this weed would have travelled 

down into the Timbavati region by means of 

the river and caused great devastation , if not 

stopped by Tshegofatso’s actions.

Tshegofatso is an active and conscientious 

member of her community and this shines 

through in her commitment to The Timbavati 

Foundation. We are very proud of her and the 

rest of the staff and with their contributions, we 

can only go from strength to strength.

Tree of the year (2017)

Ziziphus mucronata,

(“Wag-'n-bietjie”)

Fact sheet:

SA distribution: Eastern Cape, 

free State, Gauteng, KwaZulu –

Natal, Limpopo, Mpumalanga, 

North West, Northern Cape.

Soil type: Sandy, Clay, Loam.

Flowering season: early summer, 

late summer.

Flower colour: green, yellow.

Description:

Medium-sized (3 – 10 m high) with 

a spreading canopy. The bark is 

reddish-brown or roughly mottled 

grey, cracked into small rectangular 

blocks. Leaves are simple, 

alternate; ovate or broadly ovate.

Tshegofatso Mnisi with
some of the students she

educates.



Healthcare
120 patients assisted.

One of our primary goals is to provide a healthcare facility for the local community. This includes the staff of the lodges in the 

Timbavati region.

This service provides an alternative to attending the municipal clinic in Hoedspruit. However due to the cancellation of funding

from the normal external sponsors, our clinic has had to reduce it’s services. We now only provide a pickup point once a month 

for those patients needing HIV aids and chronic medicines. This is indeed a great setback for all concerned.

We can only hope that the situation improves in the near future to allow us to reintroduce this essential service.
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Statement of Financial Position as at 28 February 2017

- 112,658

1,110,158
403,773

55,945

1,932,727 1,682,534

Other income
Fair value adjustment on
investments
Dividends received
Interest received
Profitonsale of fixed assets

99,602
9,256

104,407

52,916 -

17,380
7,461

79,695

266,181 104,536

Operating expenses

Depreciation of assets
Donations
Salaries 
Environmental School
Fundraising
Gas 
Insurance
municipal
Petrol & oil
Printing & stationery
Promotional
Repairs & maintenance
Environmental School - catering
Staff welfare
Telephone & fax
Travel - local

113,741
-

642,31
9

5,371
59,361
23,094
9,331

44,679
48,206
13,131
12,615

133,110
81,100
12,099
32,264

342

146,819
10,300

613,168
21,914
31,624
29,928
20,402
59,026
89,389
14,065
23,318

142,587
149,653

14,452
39,745
1,004

1,248,051 1,434,483

Surplus for the year 

Distributionto beneficiaries

Surplus (shortfall) for year

950,857 352,587

307,000 546,940

643,857 -194,353

2017
R

2016
R

Donors & Partners

Our wonderful donors continue to support us with the 

donations needed to run the Timbavati Foundation. 

Together, we are able to assist our neighbours in 

realising dignity and hope in their everyday lives.

We cannot express our gratitude enough for all those 

who so generously gave and continue to give. 

A big thank you also to our partners who assist us in our 

various endeavours.

Donors for this year:

Umlani Safaris

Woolworths: My School Card

M. Verhofste

Mr. Denton Webster

Richard Davis Vendange

E/ L.I.J. Hancock

Wessa

Graeme Thomson

Natural Justice

D. Cohen

V.R. Schild

Karen Safaris

WerksmanIncorporated

Ceylon Trust Fund

German Embasy

Phelwana Game Lodge

Justin Louw (FNB)

Kirkham / Morrison

T. Hancock

W.H. Hancock

SMH Financial Services

Land Rover Sandton

Land Rover Waterford

Timbavati Private Nature Reserve

C. De Villiers

Deutsche Bank S.A.

Global Conservation Corps

Alumier Labs UK

Hi-Q – Nelspruit

PBS Chartered Accountants

Letaba Wireless Internet

Partners:

Kruger to Canyons Biosphere (K2C)(Environmental 

Monitor Programme)

Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT)

South African Wildlife College (SAWC)

Timbavati Private Nature Reserve (TPNR)

South African College for Tourism ( SACT)

Detailed Income Statement

FINANCIALS
The Timbavati Foundation ( Registration number  I T 1683/2009)

2018
R

2017
R

Revenue

Fundraising Events

Timbavati Private 
Nature Reserve 
Donation

1,941,199 1,200,000

Section 18A Donations 576,294 548,204

Other Donations 108,669 184,523

Total 2,626,162 1,932,727

Other Income

Fair Value Adjustment 
on Investments

96,450 99,602

Investment Income 217,268 113,663

Total 313,718 266,181

Operating Expenses

Audit & Accounting 61,174 1,721

Bank Charges 10,546 6,465

Computers 1,700 9,102

Depreciation of Assets 88,074 113,741

Employee Costs 692,981 642,319

Environmental School 31,834 5,371

Fund Raising 76,564 59,361

Gas 15,707 23,094

Insurance 22,822 9,331

Municipal 50,139 44,679

Fuel & Oil 48,342 48,206

Printing & Stationary 20,282 13,131

Promotional 33,478 12,615

Repairs & Maintenance 89,387 133,110

Environmental School -
Catering

113,049 81,100

Staff Welfare 29,708 12,099

Telephone & Fax 31,568 32,264

Travel - Local 502 342

Total 1,417,857 1,248,051

Excess of Income 
Over Expenditure

1,522,023 950,857

Distribution to 
Beneficiaries

669,200 307,000

Surplus for the Year 852,823 643,857

Statement of Financial Position as at 28 Feb 2018

2018
R

2017
R

Assets

Non-Current 
Assets

Vehicles & 
Equipment

213,806 271,672

Current Assets

Inventories 10,593 2,010

Receivables 131,913 112,558

Investments & 
Cash

5,020,615 4,224,458

Total Assets 5,376,927 4,610,698

Equity & 
Liabilities

Equity

Trust Capital 100 100

Reserves 1,000,000 1,000,000

Accumulated 
Surplus

4,306,820 3,454,004

Total 5,306,920 4,454,104

Liabilities

Current 
Liabilities

Trade & Other 
Payables

70,007 156,594

Total Equity & 
Liabilities

5,376,927 4,610,698

Financial statements for the year ended 28 Feb 2018



TRUSTEES
Charles de Villiers
Dennis Rutter
Timothy Hancock

Environmental School Staff
Teresa Tintinger (Administration)
France Tintinger (Maintenance)
Tshegofatso Mnisi (Environmental Educator)
Bongani Mgwena (Environmental Educator)
Karen Monareng (Environmental Educator)

Timbavati Foundation
PBO Reference Number 930031721
Section 18A Approved
BEE Certified

Bank Details
First National Bank
Account Holder: The Timbavati Foundation
Account Number: 6266 0565 832
Branch Code: 250655
Account Type: Cheque
SWIFT CODE: FIRNZAJJXXX

Address: 197 Guernsy Road, Hoedspruit,                  
Limpopo, South Africa

Postal: Timbavati Foundation
Postnet Suite 312
Private Bag x3008
Hoedspruit
1380

Phone: +27 (0) 71 658 0065
+27 (0) 15 004 0543

GPS Co-Ordinates: -24.5163, 31.0993

Email: foundation@timbavati.co.za
Website: www.timbavatifoundation.co.za
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