
 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 
J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 9 — M A R C H 2 0 1 9   

Education, Health Care, Conservation, Community Up-liftment 

 Foreword 
With welcoming in another year, many exciting challenges lie before us, as we continue to impact on the lives of those less 

fortunate than us. The Timbavati Foundation is moving forward with a number of new initiatives that we have already be-

gun to implement.  

One of these initiatives is that Global Conservation Corps (GCC) have partnered fully with the Timbavati Foundation to 

introduce their “Future Rangers” curriculum into our local junior schools. Matt Lindenberg, the founder of GCC has also 

accepted the invitation from the present board of Trustees to become a Trustee of the Timbavati Foundation. The invita-

tion to join the current board of Trustees was also extended to and accepted by Tessa de Villiers and Kerry Hancock. 

Congratulations and a warm welcome to you all.  

Another exciting development is the budding partnership entered into with Arts For Animals (A4A). A4A was initiated by 

Anne Hart and her husband Jim in order to foster an awareness of our shared wildlife heritage. In particular, endangered 

species are brought to the fore in the program, through the medium of art.  Our youth are encouraged to participate in 

this mission through their own drawings and share this with their parents, relatives and peers. This is a wonderfully novel 

way of awakening our youth to the plight of our shared wildlife and environment. 

A number of potential international donors and supporters have also visited the Foundation recently and we are confident 

that they have seen with their own eyes the vitally important results and fruits of our labours within the local communities. 

We believe that they will join hands with us as we assist in bettering the lives of our communities . 

Our gratitude and appreciation once again goes out to the Timbavati Private Nature Reserve, Peace Parks Foundation and 

the Timbavati landowners for their unwavering support and financial assistance they continue to provide to us.  Truly 

speaking, we could not do what we are able to do without you and we appreciate each one of you. 

Please keep well and once again, thank you all so much for your donations and support!! 

Newly Appointed Trustees 

Kerry Hancock 
Matt Lindenberg Tessa de Villiers 
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Bongani Mgwena 

My name is Bongani Mgwena, and I am an environmental educator at the Timbavati Foundation. 

I come from Islington district surrounded by wilderness and a few wildlife species. Being part of the Timbavati Foundation 

Environmental School is a life changing experience which started when an opportunity to study was given to take part in 

conservation awareness. I was trained as a field ranger and facilitator but teaching seems to be super wonderful, which 

offer’s ways of changing people’s mentality towards how they approach nature and it’s resources.  

I believe teaching young people to sustain their resources at an early stage is fruitful for the sake of future generations to 

see what we are seeing first hand, which is the beauty of our surrounding environment in the world. 

 

School Matters 

Meet the staff 

Bongani Mgwena 

During my practical’s at Timbavati Private Nature Reserve and Timbavati Foundation Environmental School I started to see 

the full picture of conservation and interacting with wildlife species and communities under different school circuits . The 

Timbavati Foundation helped me to implement my knowledge, which is everything I learned at the Southern African Wild-

life College. In February of 2013 with the help from Kruger to Canyons Biosphere which partnered with the Timbavati 

Foundation, I was selected to work as an environmental monitor whereby I helped the communities with community up-

liftment and environmental awareness. I highly thank the Timbavati Foundation for exposing me to this wonderful life 

changing experience, because now I’m highly motivated and willing, as well as able to protect our natural resources 

through teaching others. I would like to thank the Timbavati Foundation and the Trustees for everything they have done in 

my life. I’m so grateful, thank you so much. 
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School Matters Continued 

Meet the staff 

 

Karen Monareng 

Karen Monareng 

My name is Karen Monareng. I was born and raised in Buffelshoek community. When I was in grade 11 in 2014 at Tladishi 

High school I attended the Timbavati Foundation Environmental School, which created a broad opportunity for me to in-

teract with nature. Then after my matric, the Foundation offered me a bursary to go to the Southern African Wildlife Col-

lege to study nature conservation, which created a first magnified step of my success and I did my practical’s at Modjadji 

Nature Reserve which increased my knowledge about wildlife . Now I am proud to work as an environmental educator 

and nature conservationist at the Timbavati Foundation Environmental School. When I was young I fell in love with wildlife  

and greatly wished to take part in educating others about the importance of conserving our natural resources. This was 

made possible by the Timbavati Foundation through a Timbavati Foundation bursary. I was given an opportunity to reach 

my goal as an educator in the Environmental School whereby we encourage people to protect and sustain natural re-

sources for the future generation. 
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One of the main thrusts of the Timbavati Environmental School is to identify enthusiastic youngsters, with the specific goal 

of forwarding the message of environmental awareness to their elders, family members and peers. To this end an empha-

sis has been placed on the selection of those students in our surrounding schools who exhibit these trends. 

The principals and educators have been requested to identify these students and then send them to the Environmental 

School. This process is still in the pilot stage and 

will be monitored to gauge the effectiveness of 

the programme. This allows us to concentrate 

our efforts on those students who share our 

vision and passion for the environment and wild-

life around us.  

The newly installed Future Rangers curriculum 

aligns with this initiative. Young children ranging 

in age from six to twelve years old are coached 

through an ongoing process to awaken and en-

courage them to hopefully pursue a career in the 

environmental field, even if it is not specifically as 

a game ranger. This allows us to pass the baton 

onto our future adult generation. Future Rangers 

ambassadors have already been recruited and placed 

in various junior schools to facilitate the curriculum. 

The principals and educators of the schools are very 

excited and supportive of this initiative.  

Global Conservation Corps (GCC) has spent a large 

amount of time and effort in developing the curricu-

lum for these students and all work done by the GCC 

team is on a volunteer basis with no salaries being 

paid. The Timbavati Foundation is working closely 

together with this organization and we can only see 

tremendous fruits being produced from this program 

in the future. 

 

School Matters Continued 

Future Rangers 
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South African College for Tourisim (SACT) 

Four young ladies and two young gentlemen were chosen to attend the SACT college in Graaff - Reinet at the beginning 

of January 2019. This is an annual service that the Timbavati Foundation provides to help our youth in getting a head 

start towards their future careers. With dedication and hard work from their side, the future is full of opportunities. 

The Timbavati Foundation has assisted a number of young men and woman in the past to find employment within the 

local environment and we are proud of all of them. 

The ladies are enrolled in the Hospitality and Tourisim courses and the men in the Trackers Academy. Well done!! 

Looking splendid in their uniforms are (from left to right): 
Sebenzile Ndlovu, Theodora Pebane, Ntiyiso Mathebula and 

Phumzile Maake 
Poachers beware, Dzunani Ndlovu (left) and 
Evans Mkansi (right) will soon be hot on your 

tracks !!! 

The Timbavati Foundation is excited to announce that  one of our very recently qualified tracker students has 

been selected for full time employment as a tracker with the Thornybush Nature Reserve. Mandla did not rest 
on his laurels but actively pursued employment opportunities within his field of expertise. We are very proud of 
him and can only wish him every success in his career going forward.

Tracker Academy Update 

Mandla Mathebula 



Health Care 
P A G E  6  J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 9 — M A R C H 2 0 1 9   

Phelwana Clinic 

 

The Timbavati Foundation continues to care for the well being and health of our communities in 
spite of the cancellation of supporting funds from the governmental Health Department.  

To this end, the Foundation has contributed funds to the upkeep and maintenance of the Phelwana 

Clinic situated within the Timbavati Private Nature Reserve.  

This clinic provides vitally important heath facilities and medical staff for the health cares of the sur-
rounding workforce. The Foundation also maintains it’s own medical clinic on a much reduced scale, 
as a support function for the nearby lodges and nature reserves.   
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The Timbavati Foundation continues to support our senior citizens and we have been able to do this through providing the 

Nhlayiseko Old Age Home with ceiling boards, a wash up and utensil storage unit, paint and plumbing equipment. This has 

enabled the home to meet the standards of the Government Health Department, which in turn has allowed the home to 

be permitted to house the elderly. The founder of the home, Glad, also provides basic health needs for the frail and we are 

very excited to see the continued growth in the intake of those who need this facility. 

The netted garden and borehole that was donated by the Timbavati Foundation has produced a large quantity of vegetables 

to help feed the occupants and others in need. This is what we are all about. Helping those in need and lifting up the com-

munity around us. This is what a great part of our mission is. The donors and Timbavati land owners make this possible and 

we extend our warmest gratitude and thanks to you all.  
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Social Up-Liftment 

Nhlayiseko Old Age Home Update 



P A G E  8  

The Timbavati Foundation made a conscious decision at the last AGM to assist in bettering the sanitary conditions at our 

neighboring schools. With the unsafe and unhygienic conditions prevailing at many of the schools, this was deemed a neces-

sary and vital contribution to the well being and dignity of the school children and staff. To this end, one of the projects 

undertaken was the completely new build comprising of one set of ablution blocks for the girls and one set for the boys at 

Dlumana High School. The staff toilet block was also re-furbished.  

Whilst at the school a need was also identified for the existing kitchen area to be re-furbished as the structure was in a 

very poor and unsafe condition. This we also managed to accomplish to the delight of the school children, kitchen staff and 

educators. 

Thank you to all the donors for your contributions that made this project the huge success it was. 
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Social Up-Liftment Continued 

Dlumana High School Toilet Build Update 

Handover of the completed project to the Principal of Dlumana High 
School, Mr. Fannie Mnisi by the Timbavati  Foundation Manager, Mrs. 

Teresa Tintinger. 

The re-furbished kitchen area. Happy days are here 
again!! 
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Anne Hart, producing her amazing art under her maiden name of Anne London, and her husband, Jim Hart, have a deep love 

for the people, environment and wildlife of Africa. Their home base is situated in the state of Louisiana in the USA but most of 

their time is spent in Africa and North America promoting the preservation of the wildlife and environment of these conti-

nents. A great emphasis is placed specifically on the awareness of the endangered wildlife species of these lands. 

Anne and Jim have partnered with the Timbavati Foundation to spread the message of wildlife conservation through the medi-

um of art. Students are given basic drawing kits and posters on which to express their new found awareness of wildlife con-

servation. These posters are taken home by the students to proudly exhibit to their parents, siblings and friends and by this 

action, spread the word.  All kits and posters are donated free of charge to the students when they attend our Environmental 

School. 

Partners 
Arts For Animals 

Anne doing what she loves passionately, imparting art 
skills at the Arts for Animals Wildlife Centre situated close 

to the Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe . 
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It would be a lonely world indeed if we labored on alone, but fortunately this is not the situation at the Timbavati Founda-
tion. With our fabulous donors, friends, partners and prospective future donors we are indeed blessed “out of our socks”!  

We have had an incredibly busy few months but it has been fascinating and wonderful to meet new acquaintances and fel-
low environmental and wildlife enthusiasts. We can truly say that we have expanded our family and this is what makes life 
so fulfilling and worthwhile. 

To all those who have shared their friendship and dreams with us at the Foundation, thank you so very, very much and we 
look forward to meeting again soon !! 
 

Friends and Environmental Partners  

Jim and Anne Hart, Ingrid and Charles de Villiers, Teresa 
and France Tintinger enjoying each other’s company. 

Matt Lindenberg, Sabrina Rupprecht, Mary-
Anne Lindenberg, Teresa, France, Buddy and 

Missy (Mankind’s best friends) 
France, Geraldine Fasnacht (World 
Champion Base Jumping athlete )

and Teresa 

Presentation of one of Anne Hart’s stunning prints to the Timbavati Private Nature Reserve members in 
appreciation of their outstanding support and friendship throughout the years. 

Sabrina Rupprecht, an internationally re-
nowned artist, 

enjoying her visit with us at the Foundation  

Michele  Sofisti , past president of Swatch (Switzerland) 
and Omega SA, past CEO of Ferrari (Germany) and other 

prestige  organisations , preparing a truly Italian pasta dish 
in our home at the Timbavati Foundation. 



 

 

 

The Timbavati Foundation has a mandate to improve the lives of our communities and our natural 

environmental heritage and we are committed to doing this through the various means available 
to us. 

Every donation we receive, as well as the continued support of willing helping hands advances this 
noble cause. South Africa is faced with many challenges but together we can certainly make a dif-
ference. 

Lets continue to advance forward together as we help to build a sustainable future for our youth 
and our environment. What we sow is what we reap, so lets sow in order to reap a bountiful har-

vest for us all !! 

All the best and warm regards, 

The Timbavati Foundation 

Conclusion 

Trustees 
Charles de Villiers (Chairman) 
Timothy Hancock 
Dennis Rutter 
Kerry Hancock 
Tessa de Villiers 
Matt Lindenberg 

Timbavati Foundation Manager 
Teresa Tintinger 
 

Timbavati Foundation 
PBO Reference Number 930031721 
Section 18A approved 
BBBEE certified 
 
For more information visit the Timbavati Foundation  
website at www.timbavatifoundation.co.za and/or 
our Facebook page. 
 
 
 
BANK DETAILS  
 
First National Bank (FNB) 
Account Holder: The Timbavati Foundation 
Account Number: 6266 0565 832 
Branch Code: 250655 
Account Type: Cheque 
SWIFT CODE: FIRNZAJJXXX 
 
Address: 197 Guernsy Road, Hoedspruit, 
 Limpopo, South Africa 
Postal:  Timbavati Foundation 
 Postnet Suite 312 
 Private Bag x3008 
 Hoedspruit 
 1380 
Phone:  +27 (0)15  004 0543 or +27 (0)71 658 0065 
Email:  foundation@timbavati.co.za 
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